German versus Hun

We have, of course, an intellectual aristocracy, but it is pool
in energy.            ADOLF HITLER, 1923 (Speech in Munich)

After the founding of the German Empire we fell into a
period of crass materialism. Just as the endless tenement-
houses of the growing German capitals, and the decadence
of architecture, date from this period, so German thought
as a whole became purely materialistic. The same period saw
the growth of that commercial snobbery which thought itself
superior to the obligation of taking part in the intellectual
life of Germany.                          GUSTAV STRESEMANN, 1927

The German love of work degenerated into a material craze
for industry, which began to dispense with the hours of in-
tellectual recreation.                    GUSTAV STRESEMANN, 1927

A real society, such as the Romanic peoples almost always
possessed, has never existed in the Germanic countries, and
least of all in Germany. There was never on German soil
a universal aesthetic of public life, a general art of deport-
ment, of urbanity, of conversation, a general purity and
amenity of speech, writing and taste.

EGON  FRIEDELL,   1929

There is assuredly no civilized people that knows less of its
history than the Germans, or succumbs with greater pleasure
to the patriotic legend.                        RUDOLF OLDEN, 1935

It is true that the darkness which oppressed our country
frequently showed Eastern characteristics, but it was
autochthonous, for it was always present in our own East,
in the land beyond the Elbe.                RUDOLF OLDEN, 1935